THE APPLE CART.

John Bull's Other Island is the tragicomedy of British Politics
at the periphery of an Irish constituency of the British Parliament.
It may be considered a realistic play. The Apple Cart is called a
Political Extravaganza, and it deals with affairs at the very centre
and hub of British politics. The fantastical element consists
firstly in the play belonging to a date later than 1962, for Scinpronius
says that his father died in 1962;1 secondly, in the British Crown
asserting itself against its Cabinet, something not heard of since
the time of Dunning and George III. There was no conflict worth
mentioning between the Positive and Negative characters in John
Bull's Other Island. In The Apple Cart, the conflict is not only
clearly defined but has also the additional interest of being between
two' well-matched parties, the Breakages Ltd., as it is represented
by the Cabinet, and the wily king and his supporters in the Cabinet.
There are vicissitudes and surprises in the conflict. At first the
Cabinet appears to win, but King Magnus finally wins. The
political power of big money is brought into the play only by way
of discussion: the Cabinet, among themselves washing their
dirty linen and the King and Lysistrata complaining about their
hardships in fighting with the plutocracy.
King Magnus is the Positive Character in the play. The exposition
is an example of the art of concealing art. In a casual talk between
the King's secretaries, the character of the ,king is introduced
to us as well as the ultimatum and its faint chances of success.
The King is contrasted with the father of Sempronius, who was a
ritualist who delighted in getting up Lord Mayer's shows, military
tatoos and public ceremonies. He could not appreciate nature
or man in their non-ceremonial aspects. He went mad on account
of solitude. King Magnus, Sempronius adds, could have lived
on that island for thirty years in the company of nothing but his
own thoughts. On his entrance, Magnus is described as a tallish,
studious looking gentleman. His handling of the bull-roarer,
1,   The Apple Cart, p. 1010^ 2,a. (1929)